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Another eventful semester at CAPAS has come to an end. The team has just said

goodbye to the last fellows who departed this week and is already preparing for the arrival

of a new cohort. We look back with gratitude on the ideas, collaborations, and

conversations  —both in and out of office— that have shaped the past months. One

tangible result of this semesters exchange at CAPAS is the call for papers for a

forthcoming special issue of  Apocalyptica,  "Apocalypse, Now What? Capitalism and

the End of the World,"  guest edited by our now former fellows  Sarah Laura

(University of Tampa) and  Goran Vranešević  (University of Ljubljana). More information

can be found below and on our website. As well we are glad to announce the publication

of the Apocalyptica  special issue "Vitality and Radical Axé" guest edited by Yuderkys

Espinosa-Miñoso and Dinah Orozco Herrera.

The summer semester came with an extraordinary heatwave, and the cool CAPAS offices

offered a welcome place to work —even on evenings and

weekends. Despite the soaring temperatures, there was still time for the guilty pleasure of

watching the World Cup together, even if the spectacle surrounding Infantino and Trump

gave the football a distinctly end-times feel. 

One  highlight  was  the  exhibition  "Inhabiting  Cracksat  the  End  of  Time – Against

Accelerations" at Tankturm Heidelberg on  the first weekend of July, featuring works by

CAPAS fellows and visual artists  Luis  Hernan and  Federico Cuatlacuatl as well as an

accompanying academic programme organised by several fellows from the current

cohort. Together, the exhibition and its accompanying programme explored experiences of

acceleration and time from both artistic and scholarly perspectives.

After a highly productive and enjoyable semester with this cohort, we are now preparing

for the next one. The new fellows will begin to trickle in over the course of September—

and their projects give us plenty to look forward to as we turn to our new annual

topic, "Subjectivity." Fundamental questions related to the annual topic will take centre

stage at the CAPAS Distinguished Lecture on 1 December 2026. Internationally acclaimed

philosopher and psychoanalyst Alenka Zupančič (University of Ljubljana) will examine how

experiences of crisis and “the end of the world” shape contemporary forms of subjectivity,

desire, and agency in her lecture, "End-Time Subjectivities?." The lecture is open to the

public, and we hope to welcome a full house for this exceptional occasion.

 

We hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter and wish you a great, and not too hot,

summer. 

CAPAS Team

Reading (German) and Discussion (English): Auf den Händen brennt das

Paradies (On the Hands, paradise burns) by Pol Guasch
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In his new novel, acclaimed Catalan queer writer Pol

Guasch explores friendship, memory, longing, and

hope in a world threatened by fire, disease, and

collapse. Through the story of Rita and Líton, two

young people who find each other amid a dystopian

reality, Guasch portrays friendship as a space of

resistance, emancipation, and imagination.

Organized in cooperation with Literaturherbst Heidelberg, Queer Festival, and the City of

Heidelberg's Department of Cultural Affairs, the event features a conversation in English,

moderated by Marcel Kückelhaus (CAPAS), and a reading in German. (Link to event)

Dimensiones cronopolíticas en las prácticas culturales: entre la

arqueología del futuro y las temporalidades poscoloniales —

Chronopolitical Dimensions in Cultural Practices: Between the

Archaeology of the Future and Postcolonial Temporalities

24 September 2026 · 9:00–17:00 · Museo del Templo Mayor, Mexico City, Mexico

CAPAS, the Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia (INAH), and the Museo del

Templo Mayor—which preserves and interprets the remains of the principal temple of the

Mexica capital Tenochtitlán—bring together scholars and artists to examine cultural

experiences and political uses of time. The programme explores colonial and postcolonial

temporalities, Nahua ideas of past and future, and the potential of archaeology and artistic

practice to uncover interrupted or suppressed futures. Participants include Patricia

Ledesma Bouchan, Adolfo F. Mantilla Osornio, Stephen Castillo Bernal, Robert Folger,

and artists Federico Cuatlacuatl and César Martínez Silva.

Expectativa(s) de vida y futuro: temporalidades del cuidado entre

generaciones — Life Expectancy/Expectations and the Future:

Temporalities of Intergenerational Care

 

28 September 2026, 10:00–19:00, Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana, Unidad

Cuajimalpa, Mexico City

 

Organised jointly by CAPAS and the UNESCO Chair  Anticipating the Futures of Urban

Life  at UAM Cuajimalpa, this international colloquium examines ageing as a point of

departure for thinking about time, care, and the future. Contributions from CAPAS and

UAM researchers will bring philosophy, critical theory, the social sciences, cultural studies,

film, and art into conversation. The programme concludes with Sarah Juliet Lauro’s

keynote, "Fear of an Aging Planet: Gerontocracy and the Horror Film." The

colloquium also provides the conceptual framework for the second  Festival de las

Generaciones, which begins the following day.

 

Festival de las Generaciones — Festival of Generations

29 September–4 October 2026, various venues in Mexico City

5–9 October 2026, various venues in Querétaro

The second Film Festival de las Generaciones takes the questions raised at the CAPAS–

UAM colloquium into a public and participatory setting. Organised in collaboration with

UAM and a range of local institutions, the festival uses film as a meeting place between

generations. Screenings at different venues in Mexico City and Querétaro will be

accompanied by conversations with older people and other members of the public. Rather

than treating ageing simply as a subject represented on screen, this interactive outreach
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Opening the new CAPAS semester topic

"Subjectivity," the lecture examines how

subjects are formed in times of profound

transformation and how emerging

technologies such as artificial intelligence

reshape our relation to knowledge, reality,

and ourselves. Please feel free to share this

information with anyone who might be

interested. (More info and registration)

format invites participants to share their experiences and collectively explore expectations

of life, care, and the future.

Keynote Lecture: Jenny Stümer – “After the Frontier: Phantom Futures

and the Aesthetics of Apocalyptic Disavowal”

30 September–2 October 2026 · Free University of Berlin, Berlin, Germany

CAPAS team member  Dr. Jenny Stümer  will deliver one of the keynote lectures at

the Futures and Frontiers of US American Culture(s) conference. The conference, held at

the John F. Kennedy Institute at the FU Berlin, explores how U.S. American cultures

imagine futures and respond to social, political, and technological transformations.

Art and the Apocalypse

16–17 October 2026 · Columbia University, New York City, USA

This workshop brings together a small group of scholars to explore the intersections of

apocalypse, art, theology, philosophy, visual culture, and science. CAPAS Director Robert

Folger will present "Imploding Worlds: From Monsù Desiderio to Alejo Carpentier and

Beyond—Remediating the Apocalypse." The paper asks how art remediates

apocalyptic violence across different historical contexts and explores the apocalypse as

an implosion rather than an external rupture.

CAPAS Distinguished Lecture: Alenka Zupančič – End-Time

Subjectivities?

1 December 2026 · 18:00 · Heidelberg University, Heidelberg, Germany

What kind of subjects emerge when a world comes to an end? In her CAPAS

Distinguished Lecture, philosopher and psychoanalyst  Alenka Zupančič  (University of

Ljubljana)  will show how experiences of crisis, rupture, and uncertainty shape

contemporary forms of subjectivity, desire, and agency. 

Call for Papers: Apocalypse Now What? Capitalism and the End of the

World – Submission deadline: 31st of October 2026

Apocalyptica  - Special Issue Guest Edited by Sarah Juliet Lauro and Goran

Vranešević
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This special issue explores how contemporary popular

culture reimagines apocalypse in an age of capitalist crisis

and invites contributions on films, television, videogames,

literature, graphic novels, and other media that challenge—

or reinforce—the idea that it is easier to imagine the end of

the world than the end of capitalism.

From 28 Years Later and The Last of Us to Fallout,

Severance, and Pluribus, the issue examines how recent

apocalyptic narratives reshape our understanding of grief,

survival, collective futures, and the political imagination

beyond capitalist realism. (All info)

​Through photography, drawing, printmaking, and multimedia

installations, the exhibition explored the U.S.–Mexico border as

a space—and time—of apocalypse, where language, territory,

and identity are continually reshaped through colonial-capitalist

modernity. By placing artistic practice in dialogue with academic

research, the exhibition opened CAPAS's work to a broader

public and invited visitors to reflect on the emotional and

political realities of apocalyptic experiences.

Futures Literacy: Climate + Design – Summer School

24–26 July 2026 · Kloster Raitenhaslach · Burghausen, Germany

IThe international summer school brought together perspectives from art, architecture,

science, and urban development to explore responses to climate change and possibilities

for sustainable living and building. Workshops, lectures, and practical projects addressed

topics including climate-adapted architecture, cultural heritage, energy, and urban futures.

CAPAS Director Robert Folger contributed a lecture on critical theory, the climate crisis,

and the end of the world. The programme concluded with an exhibition of participants’

work and a concert. Event page.

CAPAS Exhibition: "Inhabiting Cracks at the End of Time. Against Accelerations"

4–5 July 2026 · Tankturm · Heidelberg, Germany

CAPAS presented the exhibition  "Inhabiting Cracks at the End of Time. Against

Accelerations"  at the Tankturm in Heidelberg, showcasing the work of 2026 CAPAS

fellows Federico Cuatlacuatl and Luis Hernan. 

The exhibition was complemented by a public program that included a reading by award-

winning novelist and CAPAS fellow Uzodinma Iweala from his forthcoming essay

collection United States of Ambivalence, as well as the interdisciplinary panel discussion

Borders Across Disciplines – Four Perspectives. Bringing together CAPAS fellows Adolfo

Mantilla, Gabi Balcarce, Saulesh Yessenova, and Kayvan Tahmasebian,  the discussion

examined borders through literary, artistic, and scholarly perspectives, extending the

exhibition's central themes in an interdisciplinary dialogue with the public.
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We would like to sincerely thank all participants for their contributions and availability for

making the program so diverse. We are especially grateful to Laura Marks for writing the

accompanying text for the exhibition catalogue (available  here). Check out as well

our multimedia Instagram coverage of the event.

European Premiere of Federico Cuatlacuatl’s  "Quemar las patas del imperio"  (“To

Burn the Feet of the Empire”) – Screening and Discussion

24 June 2026 · Klangwerkstatt, Humboldt Forum, Berlin, Germany

CAPAS fellow Federico Cuatlácuatl was invited by the Embassy of Mexico and the

Humboldt Forum in Berlin to present his film Quemar las patas del imperio (“To Burn the

Feet of the Empire”). The short film references Cuauhtémoc, the last Mexica Tlatoani

(leader), whose feet were burned by Spanish conquistador Hernán Cortés as a torture
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The screening was followed by an interdisciplinary

discussion on the political dimensions of time in

Nahua communities, colonial history, Nahua

cosmologies, migration, and visions of the future

from an Indigenous perspective with CAPAS fellow

and anthropologist  Dr. Adolfo Mantilla and CAPAS

director Robert Folger, moderated by Ute Schüren

from the Ethnological Museum in Berlin.

​Guest-edited by Yuderkys Espinosa-Miñoso and Dinah

Orozco Herrera, this issue grew out of a 2022 CAPAS

workshop on rationality, spirituality, and Afrodiasporic

temporality. It asks a bold question: what if the extra-

European peoples of Abya Yala (a term used to refer to the

Americas) and Africa never lived in a "post-apocalyptic"

world at all — but instead sustained their own multitemporal,

mechanism intended to force him to reveal the location of the Mexica Empire’s wealth—

believed by the Spaniards to be gold rather than corn.

Discussion: "Should Humanity End? Apocalypse and the World to Come"

10 June 2026 · Heidelberg University · Heidelberg, Germany

The event brought together CAPAS fellows  Gabi Balcarce and Goran

Vranešević,    as    well    as    CAPAS alumnus  Marcus  Quent,  to  engage  with

the  provocative  question of  whether  the  world  might  be  better  off  without humans.

Challenging familiar narratives of human survival, the discussion explored how ecological

collapse, technological acceleration, and political upheaval shape contemporary

apocalyptic visions.

NEW ISSUE OUT NOW: Apocalyptica No. 2/2024 — "Vitality and Radical Axé" (Open

Access)

We’d like to share: the latest special issue of Apocalyptica, the journal of the Käte

Hamburger Centre for Apocalyptic and Post-Apocalyptic Studies (CAPAS), Heidelberg

University — published in collaboration with INCAPID/GLEFAS is published!
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relational ways of being throughout and beyond

colonization?

Cover image: Magdalena Campos Pons: "De las dos aguas"

Torre, Bruna della, Altheman, Eduardo: "Recrutando no Shopping".

On https://blogdaboitempo.com.br (2026). 

The article by CAPAS team members Bruna della Torre and Eduardo Altheman shows

how shopping malls and digital platforms are increasingly used as spaces for military

recruitment, transforming war and military service into consumer-oriented lifestyles. It

reflects on the entanglement of entertainment, capitalism, technology, and the

normalization of violence in contemporary society.

Torre, Bruna della: "Military Dictatorship in Brazil, Armed Resistance, and the

Political Unconscious". On berlinergazette.de (2026).

CAPAS team member Bruna Della Torre examines how recent Brazilian films about the

military dictatorship represent political memory, armed resistance, and the unresolved

legacies of authoritarian violence. The article reflects on the selective remembrance of the

past and the partial erasure of the history of the Left and its resistance movements.

Stümer, Jenny: "Profane Illumination: Rituals for the End of the World". In:  New

Rituals (for the End of the World) (2026), 77-96.

In her accompanying essay for the catalogue of the exhibition New Rituals [for the End of

the World] at the HEK (House of Electronic Arts) in Basel, CAPAS team member Jenny

Stümer  writes about how new rituals emerge in response to apocalyptic imaginaries,

technological transformations, and contemporary crises.

🎙️   Podcast recommendation:  Former CAPAS fellows and political theorists Robert

Kirsch  and Emily Ray, co-authors of  Be Prepared: Doomsday Prepping in the United

States, join Episodes 5 and 6 of Season Two of Suspicious Minds, Decameron Days –

Part 1 & Part 2.

Across the two episodes, they trace the strange history of American prepping — from

westward expansion and the Cold War to contemporary fears around AI, existential risk,

and the end of the world, asking what our preparations for catastrophe reveal about who

we think deserves to survive.

Conferences

Conference: Violence and the Fantastic

17–19 September 2026 · University of Cologne · Cologne, Germany

The  17th Annual Conference of the Society for Fantastic Research (GfF)  explores the

intersections of violence and the fantastic across literature, film, and other speculative

media. The conference examines how fantastic narratives engage with themes such as

crisis, destruction, power, and resistance.
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Conference: The Spectacle of the End. The End of Spectacle

14–15 December 2026 · 2nd Mediology Research Network Conference (Online)

The conference explores the relationship between media, representation, and notions of

the end, bringing together interdisciplinary perspectives on how spectacles of crisis,

transformation, and uncertainty are produced and experienced. The call for papers is open

until 30 September 2026.

18th SAAS Conference: Negotiating Identity and Power: Resistance, Rebellion, and

Resilience in U.S. Literature and Culture

18th SAAS Conference: Negotiating Identity and Power: Resistance, Rebellion, and

Resilience in U.S. Literature and Culture

15–17 March 2027 · Universidad de Oviedo · Oviedo, Spain

The conference explores speculative fiction in U.S. literature and media as a critical lens

for examining power, history, and futurity. It invites contributions on themes including

posthumanism, eerie and speculative horror, alternative futurisms, climate fiction,

dystopian imaginaries, and cultural memory. The call for papers is open until 15 October

2026.

Exhibitions

Exhibition: Apocalypse, Fear and Hope

28 February–6 September 2026 · Rijksmuseum Meermanno (Huis van het Boek) · The

Hague, Netherlands

The  exhibition  explores how books and artworks have imagined the end of the world

across time, reflecting on apocalyptic fears, contemporary crises, and the possibility of

hope.

Exhibition: We Will Survive: The Prepper Movement and Design

7 February–4 October 2026 · Röhsska Museum · Gothenburg, Sweden

The  exhibition  explores how people prepare for uncertain futures and how design

becomes a tool for survival, resilience, and crisis management. Through objects,

architecture, media, and speculative solutions, it examines prepper culture, civil

preparedness, and responses to existential threats.

Exhibition: Folklore 2090

15 June–2 November 2026 · Cruquius Museum · Cruquius, Netherlands

The exhibition by artist Teresa van Twuijver imagines a future in which North Holland has

been transformed by a major climate catastrophe. Through textiles, storytelling, and

speculative design, Folklore 2090 explores resilience, sustainability, and new ways of

living after environmental collapse.

Exhibition: Future, now! – The Visions of Tomorrow

14 October 2026–1 August 2027 · Deutsches Theatermuseum · Munich, Germany

The exhibition explores how theatre imagines possible futures, bringing together utopian

visions, dystopian scenarios, and artistic experiments. Through historical theatre

productions and contemporary works, it examines hopes, fears, and questions

surrounding the futures we create.
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