
In the 2027–2028 academic year, we focus

on the role of vulnerabilities. This annual

topic enables the intersectional

differentiation of vulnerability and thus

reflects different degrees of exposure of

individuals and communities towards

existential threats, while it considers the

relationship of individuals and communities

to apocalyptic fantasies as a result of their

positionality. Vulnerability applies to all

disciplines because the concept is not

limited to physical injuries, the options for

protection (e.g. through bunkerisation and

prepping) or access to medical help, but

also includes topics such as political risk

management, the predictability of and 

CAPAS has officially started the new semester! Our new fellows have arrived safely and

begun work on their intriguing and diverse research projects, which continue to focus on

the themes of the apocalypse and biopolitics. We were recently reminded of the

apocalypse with the 40th anniversary of Chernobyl, and now the Dutch Pavilion at the

Biennale is also becoming a bunker. We are also excited to announce that the call for

fellowships for 2027–2028 is now open, focusing on the theme of "Vulnerabilities." Don’t

miss your chance to collaborate with us—check out the application details [here]!

Alongside our usual updates on publications, talks, and activities from the CAPAS team

and (former) fellows, we’re excited to share a series of upcoming events over the next

three months. These include co-organized events within the framework of “EMERGENCE

| EMERGENCY” (a series of lectures, discussions, and doctoral workshops offered by

UCL Anthropocene, one of CAPAS’ strategic partners); our Science Pub, “Who cares…

about the climate?”; CAPAS’s well-known apocalyptic cinema series on the theme

“Borders and Migration”; the open workshop, “Should Humanity End?”; and a photo and

art exhibition "Art at the End of Time(s) - Migration and Displacement" at the Tankturm in

Heidelberg featuring our two Mexican fellows Luis Hernan and Federico Cuatlacuatl. Stay

tuned!

Your CAPAS Team

Call for Fellowship Application 2027-2028 – Vulnerabilites

adaptation to crises, as well as the impact of epistemic violence and the associated

dangers and forms of injustice. Find here further information about the CAPAS research

agenda and about the application process.

It is our pleasure to introduce a new cohort of CAPAS fellows for this summer semester:

Gabi Balcarce, Federico Cuatlacuatl, Adrienne Ghaly, Luis Hernan, Uzodinma Iweala,

Sarah Lauro, Chioma Onyige, Prashan Ranasinghe, Kayvan Tahmasebian, Tsung-Han
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21 May 2026 · 18:30 - 20:00 · Café Leitstelle,

Heidelberg, Germany  

This event brings experts and members of the public

together in a relaxed atmosphere to discuss concerns

and strategies related to the impacts of human-induced

climate change. Climate care and climate justice are at

the heart of the conversation. What responsibility do we

carry as individuals? What futures are we heading

toward? And how can we still change course?

In rotating small-group discussions, you won’t just

listen—you’ll actively engage with experts and activists

from different disciplines, exchange perspectives, and

explore possible solutions. Feel free to join Us and the

following experts:

Tsai, Goran Vranešević, and Saulesh Yessenova. We warmly welcome them to CAPAS.

Find here further information about them and their CAPAS research projects.

SCIENCE PUB – WHO CARES (ABOUT THE CLIMATE)?

Prof. Dr. Aeschbach (Heidelberg University), Julius Jöhrens (IFEU), David Räder (Member

of End Cement), Prof. Dr. Adrienne Ghaly (CAPAS / University of Virginia); Further

information and registration here (free admission).

EMERGENCE | EMERGENCY

  

4th & 5th June 2026 · University College London (different locations), London,

United Kingdom

A two-day programme at UCL (University College London), organised in collaboration with

the Käte Hamburger Centre for Apocalyptic and Post-Apocalyptic Studies (CAPAS), brings

together lectures and discussions on apocalypse, emergency, and the future across

philosophy, literature, and the humanities. CAPAS and UCL are strategic partners in this

collaboration. All events are open to the public; however, advance registration is required

via the individual links below.

 

04.06.2026: 5:30 pm – 19:00 pm

UCL Rabindranath Tagore Lecture in Comparative Literature: The End(s) of the

World(s): Apocalypse and Infinity

This lecture by Dr Oxana Timofeeva (Berlin University of the Arts) rethinks apocalypse

not as a single catastrophic end, but as a process of repetition and transformation, in
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The CAPAS film series “Migration and

Borders” shifts the focus from political and

financial debates toward the individual

"apocalyptic experiences" of those fleeing

war, terror, and poverty. By highlighting

personal fates rather than systemic questions,

CAPAS invites audiences to discuss what the

loss of one's world means for the individual.

Four screenings will take place between June

19 and July 2, 2026, featuring English-

language introductions and discussions at the

Karlstorkino. Find further information on our

website.

which worlds continuously end and begin again. Drawing on philosophy from antiquity to

modern thought, it approaches “the end of the world” as a way of understanding infinity

and shifting temporalities rather than final closure. Info and Registration here.

 

05.06.2026: 9:30 am – 4:00 pm

Symposium: Thinking With Emergencies

This symposium brings together scholars from UCL and CAPAS to examine “emergency”

as a structuring condition of the present. Across historical, literary, and political

perspectives, the discussions explore how crises shape knowledge, governance, and

imagination, and how thinking with emergencies can open alternative ways of

understanding the contemporary world. Info and Registration here (Registration by

Friday, 15 May 2026).

 

05.06.2026: 5:30 pm – 8:00 pm

Panel discussion: Learning in Emergency States: Flourishing, Universities, and the

Future

This public panel reflects on the role of universities and intellectual life in contexts of

ongoing crisis. Bringing together international scholars, it addresses how higher education

institutions can respond to instability while still enabling forms of flourishing, critical

thought, and collective future-making under “emergency conditions.” Info and Registration

here.

 

SHOULD HUMANITY END? Apocalypse and the World to Come

​10 June 2026 · 18:00 - 20:00 · Heidelberg University (HS 02), Heidelberg, Germany

As ecological collapse, technological acceleration, geopolitical violence, and new

fantasies of space colonization reshape our present, this event asks a provocative

question: should humanity end? And what do we even mean by “humanity” in the first

place? Bringing together Marcus Quent (Kunstakademie Düsseldorf; CAPAS Alumnus),

and CAPAS Fellows Gabi Balcarce and Goran Vranešević, the discussion explores

apocalypse not simply as catastrophe, but as a challenge to inherited ideas of the human,

the world, and collective existence. (Open event)

Apocalyptic Cinema: Borders and Migration

​19.06. - 21.06. & 02.07.2026 · Karlstorkino, Heidelberg, Germany 

(Each event will start at 19:00 hrs)

​Art at the End of Time(s) - Migration and Displacement

​4th & 5th July 2026 · Tankturm, Heidelberg, Germany
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“Art at the End of Time(s) - Migration and

Displacement” is a two-day exhibition at

Heidelberg’s historic Tankturm exploring apocalyptic

experiences through film, photography, and drawing.

Bringing together the works of artists Federico

Cuatlacuatl (left) and Luis Hernan (right), the

exhibition examines displacement, destruction,

memory, and the possibility of new beginnings in

times of crisis. Accompanied by talks from artists

and scholars, the immersive event invites visitors to

reflect on the apocalypse not simply as the end of

the world, but as the end of a world — and the

emergence of another. Set within the former railway

water tower, the exhibition transforms a symbol of

industrial modernity into a space for artistic and

critical reflection. (More information will be published

soon on this our website)

Workshop: Critical Theory at the Endgame

18.02.2026 – Heidelberg University, Heidelberg, Germany If you could not participate in

our workshop “Critical Theory at the Endgame,” you can now watch Prof. Lessenich’s

keynote, titled “Existential Problems and the Politics of As-If: From Late to Last

Capitalism,” on our YouTube channel, where he explores the concept of "Last Capitalism"

and the societal mechanisms used to ignore the looming environmental apocalypse.

YouTube link to Prof. Lessenich’s keynote lecture and his University profile page.

Talk: “El making y unmaking del mundo: La Nueva España (s. XVI y XVII)”

10.04.2026 – Augsburg University, Augsburg, Germany

CAPAS Director Robert Folger analyzed the "making and unmaking" of the world in 16th

and 17th-century New Spain, illustrating how colonial expansion served as both the birth

of a new society and the apocalyptic dismantling of an existing world. (Event info)

Lecture: “Zombies, Vampires, and Climate Change in the Films of Jim Jarmusch”

16.04.2026 – Warsaw University, Warsaw, Poland

In a lecture at the American Studies Center of the University of Warsaw, CAPAS Fellow

Sarah Juliet Lauro explored how the films of Jim Jarmusch use vampires and zombies to

metaphorize "cannibal capitalism" and the climate crisis. Closely related to her CAPAS

research project on the ecological apocalypse, her talk examined how these undead

figures reflect a society caught between the detached immortality of the elite and an

inevitable ecological tipping point. (Event info)

Lecture: “From Untranslatability to Translationality: A Shifting Paradigm in

Translation Studies”

30.04.2026 – Heidelberg University, Heidelberg, Germany

In a specialized lecture hosted at the Institute for Translation and Interpreting in

Heidelberg, CAPAS fellow Kayvan Tahmasebian explored the evolution of how we
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Co-convened by Federico Cuatlacuatl,

Luis Hernan, and Gabi Balcarce, the

event fostered rich exchange and

thoughtful dialogue, generating new

perspectives and laying the groundwork for

continued collaboration with gd:c fellows.

The exchange with gd:c fellows was

generous and thought-provoking, opening

space for ongoing dialogue and future

collaboration. For those who are interested

in a fellowship at global dis:connect we

want to draw your attention also to their

Call for Fellowships for the year

2027/2028. (More info)

bridge linguistic gaps, moving from the rigid concept of "untranslatability" toward a more

fluid paradigm of "translationality."

Symposium and experimental workshop – Suspended Futures

30.04.2026 – Käte Hamburger Research Centre global dis:connect, Munich, Germany

Hosted by the Käte Hamburger Research Centre global dis:connect (gd:c) in collaboration

with CAPAS, the event combined a symposium and experimental workshop to question

linear understandings of the future. It challenged dominant capitalist notions of time while

highlighting alternative temporalities rooted in Latin American histories, spirituality, and

ongoing processes of colonisation.  By focusing on the “cracks” where imposed timelines

break down, the programme opened space for rethinking and suspending linear time,

inviting more layered experiences of the present and future.

In their contribution “Haitian Origins” for the Palgrave Handbook of the Zombie CAPAS

fellow Sarah Juliet Lauro together with Lucy Swanson examine the origins of the zombie

in Haitian culture and belief. They trace its evolution from African spirit-theft legends to a

symbol of slavery, colonial oppression, and later political dictatorship in Haiti. The chapter

also explores Vodou concepts of bodily and spiritual zombies, showing how the figure of

the zombie became tied to the idea of the living dead and remains culturally significant

today.

 

The blog article “No limiar do fim dos tempos: Walter Benjamin, messianismo e fascismo”

(Portuguese) by CAPAS member Bruna Della Torre, inspired by discussions at the

Meeting of the IRTG Temporalities of Future and CAPAS, examines Walter Benjamin’s

philosophy of history through the concept of “temporal politics.” It argues that fascism is

not only an ideology but also a way of organizing time, using apocalyptic and messianic

narratives that frame violence as a path to “final” salvation.

 

The chapter “The Undead’s Capitalist World-System” in the The Cambridge Companion to

World-Gothic Literature by former CAPAS fellow Stephen Shapiro, develops a “World-

gothic” approach that rethinks Gothic literature through a World-systems perspective

rather than a US/Eurocentric framework. Instead of simply expanding the canon to include

non-European works, it argues for redefining the very terms through which Gothic is

understood.

 

The article “Contaminated Survivals in Inhalaciones territoriales” by CAPAS fellow Gabi

Balcarce and Andrea Torrano analyzes Ana Laura Cantera’s artwork Inhalaciones

territoriales (2022), which uses CO₂-collecting devices to explore urban spaces in Buenos

Aires and Bangalore. Situating the work within the Anthropocene, it reflects on
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contamination and shared human–nonhuman survival. Drawing on Donna Haraway, Anna

Tsing, and Vinciane Despret, it highlights emerging multispecies solidarities and

“sympoietic” forms of coexistence as responses to ecological crisis.

CAPAS member Michael Dunn interviewed Luigi Russi about his book The Catastrophic

Nature of Time, exploring how contemporary crises reshape our experience of time as an

ongoing condition of catastrophe rather than a moment of rupture. Drawing on critical

theory, pedagogy, and semiotics, Russi reflects on how education and thought might

respond without paralysis, asking how lucidity and meaning can still be mobilized amid

ecological crisis, political instability, and the pressures of late capitalism.

​

Exhibition: 15.05.2026 - 21.06.2026 – Not the End of the World | Heidelberger FORUM

für KUNST, Heidelberg, Germany

Performance, installation, video, photography, painting, featuring JANET GRAU, KATE

ANTROBUS, VERA BONSEN, MITSUKO HOSHINO, SURIA KASSIMI, EYAL PINKAS,

ZERO REIKO ISHIHARA. (More info)

 

​Event Series: May & June – At the End of the World | Sweden (Gothenburg, Lund,

Stockholm)

The programme At the End of the World at Lund University, a CAPAS partner institution, is

offering several events in May and June across different Swedish cities. These public

events explore themes of apocalypse, crisis, and end-times imaginaries from

interdisciplinary perspectives. (More info)

​Finissage: 29.05.2026 – Spuren einer Apokalypse | Galerie nEUROPA, Dresden,

Germany

Spuren einer Apokalypse is an exhibition marking the 40th anniversary of Chornobyl,

bringing together photographic memories and voices from the exclusion zone. (More info)

 

​Exhibition: 30.05.2026 - 11.10.2026 – Testimonies to the Near Future | Kunstmuseum

Basel, Basel, Switzerland

In her first Swiss solo exhibition, pioneering Chinese artist Cao Fei transforms the

Kunstmuseum Basel into an immersive "city" of installations and digital universes.

Spanning two decades of her career, the show explores how globalization and technology

reshape human identity and labor through a blend of documentary realism and surreal,

speculative futures. (More info)

 

​Conference: 23.06. & 24.06.2026 – International Conference on Large-Scale AI Risks

(Ethics, Safety and Governance) | KU Leuven, Leuven, Belgium

The 2nd International Conference on Large-Scale AI Risks (LSAIR) is a high-level

academic and policy event focused on the "catastrophic" potential of artificial intelligence.

 

​Talk: 24.06.2026 – Chronopolitical Dimensions in the Nahua Communities of Central

Mexico | Klangwerkstatt im Humboldt Forum, Berlin, Germany

The event features the European premiere of CAPAS fellow Federico Cuatlacuatl’s

experimental short film, followed by a discussion with scholars on Nahua cosmology,

Mexican colonial history, and contemporary issues such as migration, resistance, and

resilience. Through a transdisciplinary and decolonial lens, the panel explores

chronopolitics, cultural survival, and speculative visions of the future. (More information

will be published soon on this website)

Lecture: 15.07.2026 – ‘Yet the music had promised us’: Musical Biopolitics in

Rebecca West’s Apocalyptic Imaginaries (English) | Centre for Asian and Transcultural
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Studies, Heidelberg University, Heidelberg, Germany

Current CAPAS Fellow Tsung-Han Tsai will deliver a lecture titled ‘Yet the music had

promised us’: Musical Biopolitics in Rebecca West’s Apocalyptic Imaginaries as a part of

the lecture series 'Peripheral Futures – Reading History from the “Margins”' organized by

the Centre for Asian and Transcultural Studies at Heidelberg University. (More info)
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